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policy, was scarcely able to indulge in reorganisation.
When Laval introduced the releve in 1942, promising a
prisoner's return for every volunteer for work in Germany, the
Resistance movement succeeded in convincing the workers of
the true nature of this exchange, which was only a dodge, and
making them see that only the aged and decrepit would be
allowed to return, while the others would be kept in Germany
under every possible pretext as " free workers ". This " free
recruitment" was an absolute failure. By the time this period
came to an end with the occupation of the *' unoccupied zone "
on November llths 1942, the Resistance had taken on a wider
social character and was materially and morally prepared to enter
upon the third stage of its transformation.
Although the people were ready, a guiding spirit, an accepted
leader was still lacking. Neither a Gambetta nor a French Lenin
appeared. This failure to produce a leader corresponded to the
material situation and the spiritual confusion reigning in this
first phase of a reawakening, but still disrupted, France. Most
of the first active members of the Resistance were Communists,
but they were wise enough not to stress their political character,
which would have been used as a justification at that time by
those loud in their condemnation of the bogey Communism.
Nor were the Socialists ever able to produce a leader and still
less could the Right Wing party members who had individually
joined the Resistance. The growing movement, beating with a
great heart, was still without a head. Like Pirandello's characters
in search of an author, the heroes of this movement were in search
of a leader.
The developments in Metropolitan France were reflected in
corresponding changes of character in the Free French movement
outside the country. As Petain in France had deliberately hedged
the military problem in order the more easily to be able to
resign himself to defeat, General de Gaulle did not manage at
first to overcome the temptation to hedge the opposite problem,
the political one. In the agreement of August 7th, 1940, signed
by the Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, on behalf of the British
Government, the French General had a clause inserted to the
effect that the Free French forces should not be used to fight
against French nationals. He had soon, however, to admit the
civil-war character the struggle in France had taken on. He
drew the conclusions and made his movement " political **. The
General became a politician before becoming a statesman. A
National Committee, a miniature government, was created in